the ears of the medical profession, in season and out of season, both by our leaders?medical and lay?as well as our government. It is tragic though true that in spite of our country having over 60,000 practitioners qualified in allopathy, over two lacs practising indigenous systems of medicine and about three lacs of homoeopaths? not to mention the innumerable priest-cumphysicians, the witch doctors, the miracle curers, the individual specialists, the roadside surgeons, the house grannies, the omnipresent dais?there is inequitable distribution of this personnel, and this great land of villages suffers for want of adequate medical relief. No doubt, most of the 5 lacs coming in the last two categories are unqualified, but they are there, serving the millions in their* own way, most of them again, concentrated in cities and towns. The poverty amidst plenty, has been baffling the government, the politicians and the profession alike and no satisfactory solution has yet been found, as the causes for this concentration in cities are many and varied. The (3) Expectation of life in the world has risen significantly between the two world wars. The world to-day is populated mainly by mature men whose right and privilege demand that they should be employed. ' Furthermore, the teaching will aim at imparting knowledge rather than literature. A point needing clarification will be driven home, in the mother tongue of the pupil, if necessary. ' Furthermore still, the examinations will be held every 3 months, so that a candidate not' quite ready may take a few months more without suffering from much dejection. The examination for the qualification will discover both (1) what the candidate knows and (2) what the candidate does not know. A pass will be awarded for the knowledge and honours for the lack of ignorance. ' The time-honoured L.M.S. will be awarded to those who should not fail because they know enough although they have not passed because' of their ignorance going a trifle deeper than the permissible limit. They will also be on a list, not a register. ' If all that is being said in favour of the indigenous allopathic system and the homoeopathic system be correct, the amalgamated practitioners will become the leaders of healers outside government service and will in time so mould the general and technical opinion that they will be called upon to occupy the places now occupied by the advocates of the Western system of allopathic medicine. These practitioners will bring back into the system that meditational or intuitional knowledge search for which thinkers in the East have never given up in spite of their several centuries old contact with the West. Such a knowledge is expected of a profession which in alleviating suffering brings humanity so close to the Deity. Purely materialistically, the knowledge may only be the flash coming from the subconscious smouldering of an ever-present problem in the mind of an experienced man, steeped in the quest for something which will cure pain in and bring comfort to the mortal frame of Homo sapiens for its brief duration.'
The up-graded colleges like the Lake Medical College, Calcutta, are removing medical men from villages, where there are too few of them to begin with, to towns, where there are too many of them already. We are against the Lake Medical College. We are not, however, against the Lake Hospital.
